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You should have received a card one your way in this morning. If you did not raise your and one of our fine ushers will bring you one.

Don’t our ushers do a fantastic job!? Week in and week out these guys do a fantastic job serving our community, making sure the building is safe and everyone is welcomed in and taken care of.

Ok. Everyone have a card now? Good. You will notice on the card there are two verses. Across the top of the card is verse 22 from psalm 107.

Psalm 107 is a call to the community of God to give thanks for God’s enduring steadfast love which is shown to all people but particularly to those who are in distress, those who are suffering and in need.

Psalm 107:1-22
 
Give thanks to the LORD, 

for he is good; his love endures forever. 

2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say this-- those he redeemed from the hand of the foe, 3 those he gathered from the lands, from east and west, from north and south. 
4 Some wandered in desert wastelands…,

5 They were hungry and thirsty…,

6 Then they cried out to the LORD…and he delivered them from their distress. 
So… 
8 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds…9 for he satisfies the thirsty…fills the hungry…

10 Some sat in darkness and the deepest gloom, prisoners suffering in iron chains…,

13 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved them from their distress.

14 He brought them out of darkness and the deepest gloom and broke away their chains. 

15 Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds…

Skip down to verse 22:
22 Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy.

Let them sacrifice thank offerings
 
The thank-offering was one of three types of classes of offerings called peace offerings. 

Peace offerings were sometimes called fellowship offerings because they concluded with a communal meal that would take place after the offering was made.

The thank-offering was the most common of the peace offerings and was in fact almost synonymous with the peace offerings. Sometimes the names were interchangeable.

The Hebrew word used here for thanks carries with it the idea of “confession” or “acknowledgment”. 

The thank-offering was offered as a public acknowledgment of God’s deliverance or blessing in answer to prayer.

It is an offering that confesses or acknowledges publicly what God has done and it gives thanks for it.

The thank-offering was also, for the most part, an optional sacrifice. It was not required, but was given freely in response to blessings received.

There is an old Rabbinic teaching says: “In the coming Messianic age all sacrifices will cease, but the thank offering will never cease.”

We will never stop giving thanks for who God is and all He has done.

We also don’t want to miss the connection between the thank-offering as being one of the peace offerings. 

It is because of what God has done for us to remove the separation that existed between us and God, because of sin that we are able to enter into His divine presence. 

Because of the peace offering which Jesus gave for us, we are able to give a thank-offering to Him. 

We have been given peace with God as well as peace in our soul. 

It is only natural that we should be filled with gratitude for all that God has done for us.

The giving of thanks was also a part of the Passover Meal celebrated by Christ with his disciples at the Last Supper. 

In Mark 14:22-23 we read: “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body." 
23 Then he took the cup [the cup of thanksgiving, the 3rd cup in the Passover celebration], gave thanks and offered it to them, and they all drank from it.

Every time we take communion we are celebrating that thank-offering, the Eucharist, as part of Christ’s peace offering for us.

The book of Leviticus in the Old Testament many not be one of our favorite devotional books. It is a book of rules and regulations that explain in detail God’s desires for Israel. 

In chapter 7 of Leviticus, Moses records God’s plan for the thank offering and the meal that it is to include. 

The idea is an ancient and a simple one. Something good has happened. 

Therefore you celebrate with a meal, but this is a meal dedicated to God. 
It is the recognition that ultimately God is in control and the source of all of our blessings. Therefore it is God who is to receive the primary focus.

God is the one being celebrated. God is the source of the blessing. 

God is the one who brought the peace and it is God who is to be thanked.

So when a woman finds her lost coin or when the shepherd finds his lost sheep, or when a man finds his lost son, such a dinner is the obvious response (Luke 15). 

It’s what we expect from a little Zaccheaus in Jericho or a Roman jailer in Philippi when they find salvation in Jesus. 

They all celebrate their thanksgiving, their peace, with a meal, and it’s a meal to be shared with others.

Today as we gather around this table, it is our peace offering, our thank offering.

Something great has happened to us and for us. It was not of our doing, it is a gift of God. 

We don’t primarily celebrate our salvation, or the blessings of a fine church building or good preaching. 

We come to celebrate a God who loves us, a Jesus who died for us, and a Holy Spirit who inhabits us.

What I would like you to do is to take a moment and pull out the card you were given at the beginning of the service.

What are you thankful for? I would like to write on the card a thank you note to God telling Him why you are thankful for Him.

And then we are going to celebrate the Eucharist, communion together. 

But what I would like you to do is, as you come forward to receive the elements, bring your card, your thank offering, and place here in the basket on the communion table as your thank offering.

So I give you a few minutes to think about it and write something down.

If the men who will be helping serve communion make their way down front at this time.

The warning: 1 Cor. 11:27-29 Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. [28] A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. [29] For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. 
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9)

The Bread 1 Cor. 11:23-24 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, [24] and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

The Cup 1 Cor. 11:25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

Proclamation 1 Cor. 11:26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

__ (Name) __ this is the Body of Christ, which is broken for you.


__ (Name) __ this is the Blood of Christ, the cup of life.

[After Communion]

It’s Thanksgiving Day and the aroma of roast turkey fills Charlie Brown’s house. 

Snoopy, outside, lying on top of his doghouse, smells that aroma and he is thinking; “It’s Thanksgiving Day. Everybody eats turkey on Thanksgiving Day.” 

So he lies there, watching the back door, eagerly awaiting his Thanksgiving dinner.

Finally, the door opens and here comes Charlie Brown with a bowl of dog food, and he puts it on the ground. 

Snoopy gets down off of his house and stares at the dog food with a forlorn look on his face. 

And he thinks, “Just because I’m a dog, I have to eat dog food on Thanksgiving Day.” 

Then the next square shows him looking at the dog food more intently, and he is thinking, “It could be worse. I could be the turkey.”

Sometimes we all take a great deal in life for granted. We complain more than we thank. 

But most of us live out of our abundance and not our need. But still we are far less thankful than we should be. 

I want to back up to verse 1 of Psalm 107 this morning, so if you would, open your Bibles to Psalm 107. 

This was the second verse that was on the card handed out at the beginning of the service.

The Old Testament carries a repeating theme of praise that flows throughout.

It’s found here in Psalm 107:1 where we read: “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.”

This phrase or a form of it appears in the Old Testament appears 45 separate times. 

It appears in five different books and in three Biblical genres (History, Wisdom and Prophets). 

This one phrase seems to almost be a battle cry for the people of Israel to offer praise to God. 
This one phrase echoes through the history of the Old Testament to capture the hearts of Israel.

Look at the pattern it sets:
1.)	Give thanks
2.)	Give thanks to the LORD
3.)	Give thanks for God’s Goodness
4.)	Give thanks for God’s love 

Give thanks
The Hebrew language has no word for that simply means thanks. The word we translate as thanks in English means much more in Hebrew. 

As I said earlier the word means, “to make public acknowledgment.”

Giving thanks is an act of humbling ourselves before God and showing gratitude toward God for His generous blessings. 
When we confess the name of God, we are telling of all that He has done for us. When we confess our sins to God we are telling of all we have done against Him. Both take tremendous courage and humility.

Give thanks to the LORD

It is not enough to be thankful. We need to be thankful to the right person. We offer our thanks to the LORD. 

The Old Testament is clear that the only one who is worthy of our praised and thanksgiving is the LORD. 

The LORD is the one who made all things. The LORD is the one who made us in His image. 

This is the same God who told Noah to build the Ark. 

This is the same God who called Abram to leave his home for the Promised Land. 

The same God who declared His name to Moses at the burning bush: Yahweh (I AM). 

This is the same God who led the Israelites across dry land. 

This is the same God who sent Jesus to be our savior. 

Why do we need to thank God?

We thank God for His power

We thank God for His person

We thank God for His provision

We thank God for His protection

We thank God for His presence

We thank God for His pardon

Give thanks because He is good

We often use the word good to describe something as being of fair quality or describing things that we aren’t sure we care about. 

For example, if I tell someone that they did a good job; it doesn’t seem to carry the same weight if I said they did a great job. 

If I tell Dana that dinner was good, it doesn’t mean as much as saying she made a fantastic meal.

When we say that God is good it just doesn’t seem to be good enough. 

So I checked out good on Dictionary.com and there is good reason that we are confused about good. 

In just the first adjective uses of good, there were 58 possible meanings. 

In the second adjective listing, there were 20 main meanings with over 100 sub meanings. 

The Bible however, is primarily concerned with the moral aspects of goodness. 

When the Old Testament writers use the word good they were referring to a high standard of moral quality. 

In essence, goodness can be summed up to equate with our understanding that God is holy. 
God is good in His Character.

Good first describes the very character of God. 

The truth is that God is good as part of who He is. God cannot be anything but good. God is the standard of goodness. 

God is good in His Conduct.

Because God is good, all that He does must also be good.

God is good in His care

The fact that God cares for us is amazing. He cares for us so much that he cannot leave us as we were when He found us. 

The desire of God is to make us like His Son, Jesus. 
We cannot make ourselves good, but God’s grace can change our hearts, causing goodness to grow in us. We can’t but He can.

God desires for us to be good, because He is good and wants us to be like Him. 

Give thanks because He loves us

The Old Testament affirms the fact that God’s love endures forever. 

The Hebrew word used here is “chesed” meaning “covenant loyalty”. It reinforces the Lord’s unconditional enduring love for His people. And it gives the idea of belonging together in a loving relationship.

Throughout the Old Testament the covenants were the basis of the divine human relationship. 

God revealed His love for us through these covenants. 

The ultimate example of this love was in the new covenant established through the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. 

God loves us to the ultimate extreme.

Not only does God love us that much but He also loves us with a love that endures through all time. 

This means that God’s love never fades or fails. His love endures through all things for all time. Think about that for a moment. 

There never has been and never will be a time when God does not love you.

God’s love endures the times that we have rejected Him. 

God’s love endures the times that we have rebelled against Him. 

God’s love endures the cost of our redemption. 

Thank God that he loves us even when we don’t love him. 

Thank God that He loves us even when we don’t love ourselves. 
He loves us even when we think that we are unlovable. God’s love endures through all time for all time. 
1

